
 

The Central Names Index (CNI) of the International Tracing Services (ITS) 
contains 50 million of documents covering 17.5 million people.  Many different 
kind of cards in many languages much of it handwritten, etc.  These cards fall 
into two basic categories – Inquiry cards and Reference cards. 
 
 
Inquiry Cards 
 
The ITS and its predecessor organizations, including the United States Army 
and the International Refugee Organization (IRO), created inquiry cards when a 
person or organization submitted a request for tracing an individual.  When ITS 
received an inquiry, it compiled the letter’s salient facts on an index card or as 
data. These facts generally include any possible surnames or given names, 
maiden name, parents’ names, spouse’s name, birth date or place, path of 
persecution, last known address, and information about the inquirer.  If the CNI 
contains an inquiry card regarding a person, this does not necessarily mean that 
a document(s) exist regarding that person.   
 
Please note that the information provided with the inquiry cards may not be 
accurate because it was compiled from a request for information, not necessarily 
from information contained in an original document.  
 
Inquiry Card Example #1: 
 

 
 



 
 

Inquiry Card Example #2: 
 

 
 
 
 
Reference Cards 
 
ITS and its predecessor organizations, including the United States Army and the 
International Refugee Organization (IRO), created reference cards when they 
received document collections from various organizations or persons. When ITS 
received an archival collection, it created a reference card for each individual 
registered on a document, as well as any additional information about that 
person on the document. Reference cards frequently refer to a name on a list or 
other documents held elsewhere in the ITS collection.  
 
Please note that the information on a document may not be accurate for a 
number of reasons, relating to clerical errors, change of personnel who were 
filling out the forms, etc. 
 
 
Examples of Reference Cards Below: 



 
 

Reference Card Example #1: 

 
 
 
Reference Card Example #2: 

 
 



 
 

Reference Card Example #3: 
 

 
 
 
Reference Card Example #4: 
 

 
 
 


